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make it of more than merely speculative importance. As opposed to 
faith, reason has been hostile to the idea of control by ethical principles. 
Religions have hitherto depended upon principles of only temporary 
authority. To be continued. Conoscere-operare (pp. 332-349) : G. Maz- 
zalorso. - More important than absolute knowledge is the certainty that 
can be attained through our natural resources. Most important are those 
lines of inquiry which have most affinity with action, viz., economics, 
ethics, right. A proposoito di liberta (pp. 350-373) : G. Xolli. - An 
account of the opinions of Cantoni concerning the problem of freedom. 
Cantoni's position is Kantian, but inconclusive. Dualismo hiologico e 
limite della responsabilita penale (pp. 374-385) : R. Montlori. - Con- 
tinued from previous number. Though it may be impossible to prove 
real responsibility, there is a negative criterion for determining where 
responsibility ceases. Reaction is determined whenever the primary con- 
ditions of life are attacked. Will is capacity for inhibition, and responsi- 
bility may be imputed for whatever acts can be arrested by the will. 
Bassegna bibliografica. Opere di: Filareto, Alfred Binet, A. Riva, 
Francesco Orestano, A. Lalande. Notizie e publicazioni. Sommari 
delle riviste straniere. Libri ricevuti. 
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NOTES AND NEWS 



In the New York Medical Journal of December 28 Dr. John E. Dorley, 
physician for nervous diseases at St. Joseph's Hospital, Providence, R. I., 
defends pragmatism as a correct theory for clinical practise. The follow- 
ing extracts are from a reply to criticisms made by Dr. F. X. Dercum: 
" The problem to be solved is this : Are those conditions which are now 
labeled with the names hysteria, hypochondria, and neurasthenia to be 
regarded as distinct affections, presenting fundamental differences, or 
do they actually possess such close relationship as to warrant their descrip- 
tion as different manifestations of the working of one underlying psycho- 
physiological principle? Those who believe with Dr. Dercum subscribe 
to the first alternative; for myself, I feel that sufficient evidence of one 
sort or another is at hand to warrant at least a tentative allegiance to the 
second. Reduced to its lowest terms, the question becomes one of the 
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interpretation of certain facts which are matters of common observation." 
Dr. Dercum describes neurasthenia, according to Dr. Dorley, psycholog- 
ically, as " fatigue neurosis." Dr. Dorley describes it as disintegration 
of personality, meaning by " personality " a concrete individual in his 
environment. " The frankly psychological description of nourasthenia 
is a description from the point of view of the patient and not of the 
physician. It endeavors to symbolize in thought the direct, concrete, 
immediate experience of an individual, which individual finds a certain 
type of difficulty in adapting himself to his environment for the purpose 
of carrying out his interests and purposes. Whoever presents this special 
type of maladjustment to environment we say is in a condition of neuras- 
thenia. When studied by an outside observer, this neurasthenic person 
may present one or more known or unknown physiological conditions, 
which are properly termed the physical substrata of neurasthenia. Ac- 
cording to this hypothesis, neurasthenia is not a definite, circumscribed, 
morbid entity, but rather a concrete, living process of personal malad- 
justment to a constantly changing environment. It is a conception with 
a certain elasticity about it, for the reason that the life it attempts to 
describe has the same elasticity." But the physician must have a descrip- 
tion made from the physician's point of view. " From what has already 
been said it may very easily be seen that the position I have assumed is 
that of pragmatism. And, although this is not a paper on philosophy, 
nevertheless it may not be amiss to say a word about pragmatism; for it 
is, I believe, a method by the aid of which otherwise warring factions 
may be brought into harmony with one another. In this very matter of 
neurasthenia, the pragmatist is quite willing to admit that several descrip- 
tions may have their justification. All he asks is that each of them be 
capable of fulfilling the pragmatic test, namely, that it ' works ' success- 
fully. . . . Let us now measure by this pragmatic test the hypothesis that 
describes neurasthenia as a disintegration or dissociation of personality. 
Does it 'work' pragmatically? I suppose no one will deny that the 
physician is interested primarily in bringing his patients, if possible, back 
to health. His purpose in studying them and in making a diagnosis at 
all is to give him a point of departure for treatment. Does the hypothesis 
of disintegrated or dissociated personality give him this point of de- 
parture ? Is it, in other words, a general conception which will lead him 
about among his living neurasthenic patients? I think that it is; not, 
however, in the sense that it stands for the whole truth, but in the sense 
that it helps him to deal with concrete realities. And this is what prag- 
matism desires." It is apparently a "psychological" description which 
distinguishes between hysteria, hypochondria, and neurasthenia, whereas 
a clinical description unifies them. 

The sixteenth annual meeting of the American Psychological Asso- 
ciation was held at the University of Chicago on Tuesday, Wednesday, 
and Thursday, December 31, 1907, and January 1 and 2, 1908. The 
meeting was held in affiliation with the American Association for the 
Advancement of Science, the American Society of Naturalists, and the 
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Western Philosophical Association. On Tuesday afternoon the Associa- 
tion met with the Naturalists and other societies in a joint discussion 
on " Cooperation in Biological Research." On Wednesday morning the 
Association joined with the Western Philosophical Association in a discus- 
sion on " The Relations of Ethics to Philosophy and Psychology," which 
was followed by a " Symposium on Value." On Wednesday afternoon, 
at a joint session with the newly organized Section of Education of the 
American Association for the Advancement of Science, was presented 
the report of the Committee on Measurements. The sessions of Thurs- 
day were also practically joint sessions with the Western Philosophical 
Association. The attendance of members of the Association was about 
fifty; there were many visitors, among them being Dr. W. II. R. Rivers, 
of Cambridge, England. Among the social features may be mentioned 
the reception to the visiting societies tendered on Monday evening by 
the President and Board of Trustees of the University of Chicago; the 
annual dinner of the Society of Naturalists, on Tuesday evening; and 
the joint smoker with the Western Philosophical Association at the 
Quadrangle Club, on Wednesday evening. The business meeting also 
was held on Wednesday evening, and the following officers were elected: 
President, Professor George M. Stratton, of Johns Hopkins University; 
Secretary-treasurer, to serve three years, Professor A. H. Pierce, of 
Smith College; members of the Council, to serve three years, Professor 
Raymond Dodge, of Wesley an University, and Professor R. S. Wood- 
worth, of Columbia University. 

According to the preliminary notice, the Southern Society for Philos- 
ophy and Psychology will hold its third annual meeting in Washington. 
D.C., at the time of the session of the Department of Superintendence 
of the National Educational Association, February 25-27. A reduced 
railroad rate of one and one third fare will be available. Detailed in- 
formation will be furnished later. In order to facilitate the preparation 
of the program, it is requested that members intending to present papers 
at this meeting will acquaint the secretary with the titles of such papers 
and their scope. The officers of the Society are: President, Professor 
J. Mark Baldwin, Johns Hopkins University; Vice-president, Professor 
Edward A. Pace, Catholic University of America; Secretary-treasurer, 
Professor Edward Eranklin Buchner, University of Alabama. Addi- 
tional members of the Council: Principal Reuben Post Halleck, Louis- 
ville, Ky., Professor James Macbride Sterrett, George Washington Uni- 
versity, Professor A. Caswell Ellis, University of Texas, Dr. William T. 
Harris, Washington, D. C, President D. B. Purinton, West Virginia 
University. 

In the review of Miss Welby's translation of Koenigsberger's " Her- 
man von Helmholtz," which appeared in this Journal, Vol. IV., No. 26. 
the translation, which is by Miss Frances Welby, is erroneously attributed 
to Lady Welby. 



